
From the Preacher’s Pen… Our look at several of God’s gifts to us continues. The gift of labor helps us to find value even as 
we grow and learn. Friendship teaches us to be a part of a team that we might accomplish more together than separately. The gift 
of money teaches us what we may accomplish in doing for and helping others rather than selfishly doing only for ourselves. The 
gift of family gives us a glimpse of the Heavenly relationship envisioned by God for His people. The gift of gratitude helps us to be 
truly thankful and enables us to count our blessings as we realize how rich and numerous they really are and the gift of laughter 
gives us a view of our God’s own real joy.

Now let’s look at a gift that seems completely wrong when we first see it, only to offer great blessings…

The Gift of Problems
James begins his brief letter with what seems an astounding claim: Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various 
trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its complete result, so that you may be 
complete and whole, lacking in nothing.

There is an incredibly important lesson in this gift of God. To begin with, it challenges our concept of joy, happiness and 
laughter until we remember that old formula that we looked at last week: he who laughs last, laughs best. We see that it is 
absolutely true with God and, with God’s gift of problems and trials, we learn how it can be true in our lives.

Let’s begin by considering our physical bodies and strength. There’s an old saying about exercise that says there is no gain 
without pain. Muscles strengthen and grow only by repair and replacement of old tissue. So there really is no gain without the pain.

In another sense, the same is true of learning. It takes effort, hard work to increase our knowledge and thus our value to both 
man and God. That last part, our value to God, is most important. Isaiah quotes God and reminds us that God’s people went into 
exile for their lack of knowledge (Isaiah 5:13). And Hosea was told even more bluntly that God’s people were destroyed for lack of 
knowledge (Hosea 4:6).

Clearly, without the problem, the difficulty of sincere effort to, as Paul puts it, diligently work hard we cannot be approved by 
God as those that are not ashamed because they accurately handle His word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15).

Let’s go back to James’ claim that we began with. Problems, various trials can be a gift of God that helps us grow stronger. 
Endurance doesn’t come in a bottle or a pill. It requires much effort, but the result is the increase in strength that allows us to do 
and accomplish more.

Consider Paul’s lesson: Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the 
glory of God. And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; and 
perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been 

poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. (Romans 5:1-5)
More than just the simple endurance of being able to last longer under stress and strain, 

God gives us problems, tribulations and trials that we might grow our hope and faith.
In rehabilitation medicine a patient is challenged, stressed in a very careful, methodical 

way to improve. We might jokingly suggest that the therapist is just sadistic, enjoying the 
pain of someone else. But the reality is that, done properly, this is a carefully administered 
training procedure that brings not just stability, but real gain in performance.

Another term used for all this is tough love. The concept is simple: only real love teaches 
the difficult lessons. Anything else is simply setting you up to fail. In the same way God is not 
interested in tearing down and destroying us, His people. His gift is the gift of growing and 
maturing us that we might not only handle more difficulties in life, but rather that we might 
have the strength to overcome, to win the battles we face with sin and Satan. His goal is to 
truly make us more than conquerors (cf. Romans 8:37).

Never forget that our problems and challenges are a loving gift from God. Without them 
we would immediately be crushed by the first real threat from the Devil. Real love doesn’t just 
protect us from problems. Real love teaches us to be victors over the challenges that we face.

— Lester P. Bagley
∫ ¢

Opportunities to worship, study & serve:

SUNDAY BiBle Study .................. 10 am

 WorShip ...................... 11 am

 evening WorShip .............. 6 pm

WEDNESDAY ............................. 7 pm

THURSDAY ladieS’ BiBle ClaSS ...... 10 am

h
Congregational Potluck 3rd Sunday 
each month after morning worship 

(except June, July & August)
h

Welcome to all! 
We are glad you are here!

h
Enter to Worship… 

Leave to Serve
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Upcoming Events…
Men’s Business Meeting: July 14 after evening worship.
Monthly Singing: July 28 at 2:30 in Coolidge.
5th Wednesday Prayer & Song Meeting: July 31.
No potlucks over summer but watch for other special events!

Welcome to our visitors today! We hope & pray 
you’ll be blessed by your time with us & will join us again soon!.

Our Prayer List: Keep the following in prayer this 
week as you “pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17): Matthew 

Odom, Heather Ries, Hunter Shirley, Ruth West, Najera family, 
Bill Hall, Reta Wallace, Jim Holder, Cindy Turpin, Millie 
Cunningham, Ray Stephenson, Barbara Harrison, and…
Our Missionaries: Jack Farber and Aaron Knotts and families; 
Cesario Espinosa, Jr. (Philippines); the Jorge Mora family (NM 
Christian Children’s Home)
Previously Announced Family & Friends: Robin & Marc 
Estabrook (Julie Evan’s sister & nephew), David Reffner (Flora 
Doster’s grandson with MS), Jeremiah Haller (Flora Doster’s 
grandson), Annette (Cindy Turpin’s sister), Cole Myers 
(grandson of friend of Myers), Sheila Simpson, Lillian Wilhite 
(relative of Lynn Shirley), Teresa Acosta, John Hoover’s relatives 
with personal difficulties, Lucas Espinoza (Brian Campbell’s 
friend), Kaesha Raffterfer (Gene Pinkston’s cousin, cancer), 
Terri Fillipski (cancer, Julie Evans’ cousin).
Special Requests: WBS & WEI Bible study students; Kevin & 
Nancy Chambers & World Christian Broadcasting; Judy Hagner, 
son Preston, daughter Angela & son James. Brandi Schroeder 
(Flora Doster’s granddaughter with MS); Dallas Purcella’s 
mother; Julie’s father; Laurel’s father.

Our Military Personnel: Nate Panka (Cleo Wise’s 
grandson);  Javier Najera; Fernando Najera, Frank Torres 
(Javier’s brother & cousin); Eric Shirley; Trevor Farrow 
(Allen’s son); Scott Hoover (John’s son); Ariel Gomez; 
Ismael Lopez; Robinson Goldman (Cindy Turpin’s son-

in-law); Nathan Bagley.

New: Jason: Carl Catozzi’s son in need of prayers; Michael 
Lightheart: son-in-law of Flora Doster, health problems; Jim 
Hartdegen: friend of David Davis following a stroke; Terri 
Hoover: John’s daughter-in-law with serious health issues; 
Monica Lopez: Jorge Mora’s aunt with breast cancer; Jacob 
Shirley: struggles; Our former Muslim converts: in danger 
for their faith; Jimmy Davis: friend of Mike Evans with 
melanoma; George Ponter: Brian Campbell’s cousin with 
multiple struggles; Anna Price: via Kimberlee Myers; Kathy 
Gonzalez: grandmother of Heavyen & Tatum with cancer; 
LaVerne Jackson’s mother; Sandra Watson, Sue Shepperd & 
Elzie Shirley: Lynn’s family with illnesses; Tom Hoover: (John’s 
brother).
Steve McDonald: Jean Grubbs granddaughter’s husband, tests.
Donald Helton: on dialysis until he has a kidney transplant.
Kirrin Kerby: (Jean Grubbs grandson).
Bob Harrod: cancer
Carolyn Fisher: multiple health issues (via Cleo Wise).
Ken Price: friend of the Halls with kidney disease. 2

Help Update Our Prayer List!
If you have someone listed in our Previously 

Announced Family & Friends prayer list & would like 
them to REMAIN on the list, please fill out one of the 
Prayer Request cards in the foyer & give it to Lester.

A BIG thank you to those that have given 
updates! It really helps keep us all up-to-date.

Rick Richarson: Cheryl Campbell’s brother with heart problems.
Don McCaully & his son: friends of Carl Catozzi.
Ayanna Rodriguez: friend of Sarah Evans with brain cancer.
Doyle Wise: Flora’s brother & Cleo’s brother-in-law; bone cancer.
Beverly Cavanaugh: in Arkansas caring for her mother.
Machell Booher: Pierce’s daughter-in-law (brittle Type 1 
diabetic) is not doing well.
Erling Schultz: neighbor of Rebecca Untersee with Parkinson’s
Vernell Stephens: LaVerne Jackson’s mother
Tony Hobert: Caroline Carriaga’s brother with health problems
Brian Campbell: continued healing from his cancer
Tatum Terrell: John Daugherty’s granddaughter recovering 
from surgery for scoliosis.
Dexter Wroten: Brenda Farrow’s brother.
Shantell Morrow: with cancer (via Amy Vestal).
Terri Dunn: friend of Carolyn Cox with cancer.
Nancy Kline: friend of Carolyn Cox with shingles.
LZ Shirley: took a fall and is in care and rehab for now.
For the next several weeks we will have many members 
travelling. Be sure to remember then in prayer for safe travels 
and a safe return!
Keep our new Christians & those with spiritual struggles in 
prayer!
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✓ Checkup ✓
How are we doing?
Attendance Last Week:

Sunday Morning Bible Class = 71
Sunday Morning Worship = 100

Sunday Evening Worship = 59
Wednesday Evening = 43

Giving
2019 Weekly Budget = $3,126.00

2019 Monthly Budget = $13,546.00
Contribution Last Week = $2,563.31

Remember to be QUIET
for our Pew Packers between 

Bible Study & Worship!

Ladies Saturday Devo
11am July 13 in the Fellowship Hall

ALL Ladies invited to join in a 
time of devotion to God followed 

by a potluck lunch
It’s hot so bring a salad, 
sandwiches or a dessert

See Lou Bagley if you have questions

Last Week: 3+ Pew-Packers

Be “in the picture” every week!

Congregational Project
Cottage fund for George & Chantelle @ NM 

Christian Children’s Home. Use the marked 
envelopes to contribute.

Men’s Leading & Serving Class
Meets TODAY at 5 pm…

Assignment: Sharing Topics & Scriptures
Men (young & older!) training class for 

leading prayers, doing talks & devotionals, & 
song-leading.

New Mailing Address for the Church
Due to ongoing problems with mail theft we 
are redirecting all church mail to our Post 
Office Box 11827 with Zip Code 85130.
Please note BOTH physical and mailing 
addresses on the front page and that new 
mailing address on the back page.



Casa Grande church of Christ
PO Box 11827
Casa Grande, AZ   85130

     TO:

Postage

 Birthdays 
July 8: Alexis Chavez – Isiah Chavez

July 10: Derwin Jackson – Michael Roberts
July 13: Linda Adams
July 14: L. Z. Shirley

July 22: Dave Davis – Charlie Stephenson
July 24: Leah Mora – George Young

July 25: Isabella Untersee
July 29: Kempton Mora

Anniversaries
July 12: Charlie & Shirley Stephenson

July 28: Kim & Mary Ann Myers
July 30: Tommy & Pat Cates

August 11: Ray & Carlene Ochoa
August 23: Eugene & Cheryl Pinkston
August 29: Michael & Lynda Roberts

August 29: Pete & Cleo Wise

Privileged to Serve
Sunday Morning July 7

Adult Bible Class: • Daniel ................................Greg Huffman
Announcements: ............................................... Lester Bagley
Song Leader: ........................................................... Mike Evans
Prayer: ....................................................................Allen Farrow
Serve Communion: ...... Brian Campbell, Curt Odom, Derwin 

Jackson, John Hoover, Eric Aragon
Sermon: • Nearing the End (2 Timothy) ........... Lester Bagley
Closing Prayer: ...........................................................Jack Baer

Count Contribution: John Hoover & Tom Haney

Sunday Evening July 7
Song Leader: ........................................................... Mike Evans
Prayer: ..............................................................Derwin Jackson
Sermon: • Paradoxes of Scripture – 2 ............... Lester Bagley
Serve Communion: ............................................. John Hoover
Closing Prayer: ..............................................................Bill Hall

Wednesday Evening July 10
Song Leader: ........................................................Albert Bailey
Prayer: ...................................................................................TBA
Devo: ........................................................................Curt Odom
Closing Prayer: .................................................... John Hoover


