
From the Preacher’s Pen… Last Lord’s Day evening we enjoyed a time devoted to prayer. It was both a good and a needed 
time for the family of Christ here at Casa Grande. And it provides us with a great lesson to always remember and use about the…

Importance of Prayer
In 1 Samuel 12 the nation of Israel had brought God’s anger on them for wanting to be like other nations and have a king to rule 
over them. As the God chosen, now rejected by the nation, Judge of Israel tells them of God decision to give them a king, Samuel 
warns of the consequences of forgetting and disobeying the Lord again.

Following that stern warning given on the day that the wheat harvest was to begin, Samuel asks the Lord to send thunder and 
rain so the people would know that their wickedness was great in this rejection of the Lord (cf. 1 Samuel 12:17-18).

In horror, the nation asked Samuel to pray for them, that they might not die (verse 19). Samuel tells them not to fear but rather 
to be faithful (verses 20-22, 24-25). And then, in one of the great lessons for all of God’s people Samuel replies, far be it from me 
that I should sin against the Lord by ceasing to pray for you; but I will instruct you in the good and right way (1 Samuel 12:23).

Samuel’s point was that it was his duty, his responsibility as a man of God to pray even (especially!) for those in rebellion 
against God and that he had to speak up and tell them what was right before God. Th at responsibility still belongs to us today!

Paul directed us to pray and be thankful for all people (1 Timothy 2:1) and specifi cally included kings, rulers, and all who 
are in authority (verse 2). Of note is the fact that this includes those we disagree with or even disapprove of as Paul’s statement 
actually includes the Roman emperor that would one day have Paul executed. So, once again, God’s all means ALL!

Another point worth noting is that Paul also tells us that this prayer for all is both good and acceptable in God’s sight (verse 3). 
And the reason for all this prayer is that God wants all people to be saved and know His truth (verse 4).

We, like Samuel and all those called to serve the Lord have the responsibility to tell others, to teach the Good News of God. 
And once more we see clearly that the “Great Commission” is the great responsibility of God’s people.

When we pray, just as when we live all aspects of our Christian life, we must remember NOT to get bogged down in the mire 
of “me’s!” Our God is NOT some mystical “Santa Claus” waiting for our personal shopping list of wants. Our God IS the God of 
salvation to ALL and gives to His family members the job of sharing that Good News and bringing others to Him.

James reminds us that prayer is a MUST, a requirement when things go wrong (James 5:13). Th e reason for this is that prayer 
is POWERFUL. How powerful is it? Off ered in faith it can restore the sick, it can stop or start the rain (cf. James 5:13-18).

But perhaps the most awesome illustration of the power of prayer is that it can forgive sins! (James 5:14). Of course, it can never 
be used contrary to the will of God, but since the will of God is for salvation, how oft en do we miss its true power?

Notice something else James says about the power of prayer in verse 16: Th e eff ective prayer of a righteous person can accomplish 
much. Th e KJV uses the words eff ectual fervent prayer. So just what is unique about this kind of prayer?

Th e Greek word used by James is energeō and, as might suspect just by looking at the word, 
it is where we get our word energy. So, to accomplish much, our prayers have to be fi lled with 
or be backed by real faith, real power, the working energy of a royal priest of God Most High! 
For prayer to work it must be backed by the life of a child of the King of Kings!

Prayer is a powerful tool that cannot be used by just anybody. Prayer is the power of the 
Lord God placed into the hands and lives of His children. To use it we must fi rst have the 
Spirit of the Living God in us. We gain that Spirit when we are baptized into Christ (Acts 
2:38) and it continues to fi ll us with the power of God as we faithfully serve Him.

Walk away from God, fail to faithfully serve Him and His spirit will leave you as it left  
King Saul. And without the Spirit of God, you lack the power of God.

Once more we have come full circle in God’s word. His power, His blessings are reserved 
for His family. In Him are all the promises and the responsibilities of serving as on this 
earth. Our job, our mission is to use all the tools that God gives us to reach out and share 
the Good News of Salvation. Reach another soul and you empower them with the power to 
reach others.

May we never underestimate the power of prayer!
— Le� er P. Bagley
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Casa Grande

Opportunities to worship, study & serve:

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY .................. 10 AM

 WORSHIP ...................... 11 AM

 EVENING WORSHIP .............. 6 PM

WEDNESDAY ............................. 7 PM

THURSDAY LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS ...... 10 AM

h
Congregational Potluck 3rd Sunday 
each month after morning worship 

(except June, July & August)
h

Welcome to all!
We are glad you are here!

h
Enter to Worship…

Leave to Serve



Upcoming Events…
Men’s Business Meeting: TONIGHT after evening worship.
January potluck will be a congregational picnic.
Monthly Singing: January 27 at 2:30 in Coolidge.
5th Wednesday Prayer & Song Meeting: January 30.

Welcome to our visitors today! We hope & pray 
you’ll be blessed by your time with us & will join us again soon!.

Our Prayer List: Keep the following in prayer this 
week as you “pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17): Matthew 

Odom, Heather Ries, Hunter Shirley, Ruth West, Everrett 
Martin, Anna Mae Hardin, the Najera family, Bill Hall, Reta 
Wallace, Jim Holder, Cindy Turpin, Millie Cunningham, Ray 
Stephenson, Barbara Harrison, and…
Our Missionaries: Jack Farber and Aaron Knotts and families; 
Cesario Espinosa, Jr. (Philippines); the Jorge Mora family (NM 
Christian Children’s Home)
Previously Announced Family & Friends: Robin & Marc 
Estabrook (Julie Evan’s sister & nephew), David Reffner (Flora 
Doster’s grandson with MS), Art Stoneking & wife (friends of 
Carl Catozzi, cancer), Jeremiah Haller (Flora Doster’s grandson), 
Annette (Cindy Turpin’s sister), Cole Myers (grandson of friend 
of Myers), Sheila Simpson, Lillian Wilhite (relative of Lynn 
Shirley), Teresa Acosta, John Hoover’s relatives with personal 
difficulties, Shelly Cooper (friend of Carl Catozzi), Lucas 
Espinoza (Brian Campbell’s friend), Kaesha Raffterfer (Gene 
Pinkston’s cousin, cancer), Terri Fillipski (cancer, Julie Evans’ 
cousin).
Special Requests: WBS & WEI Bible study students; Kevin & 
Nancy Chambers & World Christian Broadcasting; Judy Hagner, 
son Preston, daughter Angela & son James. Brandi Schroeder 
(Flora Doster’s granddaughter with MS); Dallas Purcella’s 
mother; Julie’s father; Laurel’s father.

Our Military Personnel: Nate Panka (Cleo Wise’s 
grandson);  Javier Najera; Fernando Najera, Frank Torres 
(Javier’s brother & cousin); Eric Shirley; Trevor Farrow 
(Allen’s son); Scott Hoover (John’s son); Ariel Gomez; 
Ismael Lopez; Robinson Goldman (Cindy Turpin’s son-

in-law); Nathan Bagley.

New: Jason: Carl Catozzi’s son in need of prayers; Michael 
Lightheart: son-in-law of Flora Doster, health problems; Jim 
Hartdegen: friend of David Davis following a stroke; Sean & 
Vickie: Carl Catozzi’s friends with struggles in their lives; Terri 
Hoover: John’s daughter-in-law with serious health issues; 
Monica Lopez: Jorge Mora’s aunt with breast cancer; Jacob 
Shirley: struggles; Our former Muslim converts: in danger for 
their faith; Jimmy Davis: friend of Mike Evans with melanoma; 
George Ponter: Brian Campbell’s cousin with multiple struggles; 
Anna Price: via Kimberlee Myers; Chuck Hedrick family: 
with multiple health problems; Kathy Gonzalez: grandmother 
of Heavyen & Tatum with cancer; LaVerne Jackson’s mother; 
Sandra Watson, Sue Shepperd & Elzie Shirley: Lynn’s family 
with illnesses; Tom Hoover: (John’s brother).
Steve McDonald: Jean Grubbs granddaughter’s husband, tests.
Donald Helton: on dialysis until he has a kidney transplant.
Kirrin Kerby: (Jean Grubbs grandson). 2

Bob Harrod: cancer
Carolyn Fisher: multiple health issues (via Cleo Wise).
Dena Lara: complications of Valley Fever.
Ken Price: friend of the Halls with kidney disease.
Rick Richarson: Cheryl Campbell’s brother with heart problems.
Don McCaully & his son: friends of Carl Catozzi.
Ayanna Rodriguez: friend of Sarah Evans with brain cancer.
Jeannie Lewis’ brother-in-law: recovering from lung transplant 
surgery.
Lonnie Akins: brain cancer.
Malakye Didelotte: continues to have kidney problems and tests.
Kandy Cunningham: Mickey Didelotte’s mother having tests.
Doyle Wise: Flora’s brother & Cleo’s brother-in-law; bone cancer.
Terry Lara: friend of Davis family with pancreatic cancer.
Amy Vestal: in treatment and rehab. 
Verna Whitloc: friend of Cleo Wise with cancer.
Pam Lipper: friend of Beverly Cavanaugh health problems.
Abdul (Andrew) and family in Afghanistan: on the run 
following several death threats.
Beverly Cavanaugh: in Arkansas caring for her mother.
The Frank Campbell family.
Kay Baker: at the death of her friend.
Wallace Myers family: at his passing.
Jake Tess: Bagley’s niece’s husband with bowel cancer.
Brian Campbell: cancer treatments.
Charlie Stephenson: in hospital with pneumonia and recovering 
from knee replacement surgery.
Carl Catozzi: cataract surgery January 24.
Bill Hall: with pneumonia.
Delbert White family: at the passing of his sister-in-law Balinda 
White.
Everrett Martin family: at his passing
Jorge Mora family: at the passing of his grandmother.
Also Our New Christians, those travelling and especially those 
with spiritual struggles.
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UPDATING EMAIL ADDRESSES OF MEMBERS
1) If you have not provided your email to the church office 
for member announcements, please write it clearly on a 
blue visitor card and give it to Katheryn Haddad.

2) The following member emails are bouncing. Please 
write your updated email clearly on a blue visitor card 
and give it to Katheryn.

allebaba12@sbcglobal.net

wghphall2@coxnet.com

sassychassy32@yahoo.com

destaniearagon@yahoo.com

ajeffordsc@aol.com

Chantellelila14@yahoo.com

mikenbarb75@q.commichael

loveship0052@gmail.com

allenharrison@msn.com

Ihuffman9@gmail.com

noflyzone79@gmail.com

EMAIL CHURCH NOTICES
If you are not getting notices of important 

member happenings during the week (such as 
deaths, births, hospitalizations, urgent prayer 
requests) CAREFULLY & SLOWLY print your 
email address and give it to Katheryn or Les.

You can turn in more than one email in a 
family. We will protect your privacy.

✓ Checkup ✓
How are we doing?
Attendance Last Week:

Sunday Morning Bible Class = 49
Sunday Morning Worship = 88

Sunday Evening Worship = 58
Wednesday Evening = 48

Giving
2018 Weekly Budget = $3,015.00

Contribution Last Week = $2,290.00

PICNIC – Saturday January 19 
at Dave White Park, Ramada “D”
Bring your own picnic basket, sack 
lunch, take-out, or whatever you 

want to eat!
Begins at 12 noon. Feel free to bring 
blankets to sit on, balls to toss & 

other activities to enjoy.

Last Week: 4+ Pew-Packers

Be “in the picture” every week!

Congregational Projects
Project 1: Cottage fund for George & 

Chantelle @ NM Christian Children’s Home. 
Use the marked envelopes to contribute

Project 2: Pillowcases to make dresses.

Men’s Leading & Serving Class
Meets TODAY at 5 pm…

Men (young & older!) training class for 
leading prayers, doing talks & devotionals, & 

song-leading.
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 Birthdays 
January 15: DeVaughn Jackson
January 16: Shirley Stephenson

January 17: Brian Campbell
January 23: Amari Silvas

January 25: Jeanne Martin
January 27: Mike Evans

January 30: Jackie Odom – Nicholle Smith
February 3: Kay Anne Baker

Anniversaries
January 15: Dave & Joan Davis

January 17: L.Z. & Lynn Shirley

January 23: Gary & Toni Pierce

January 25: Allen & Brenda Farrow

January 29: Frank & Cheryl Campbell

January 31: Mickey & Sharon DeWitt

Privileged to Serve
Sunday Morning January 13

Adult Bible Class: • Acts of the Apostles .......... Lester Bagley
Announcements: ................................................... Mike Evans
Song Leader: ........................................................... Curt Odom
Prayer: ....................................................................... Kim Myers
Serve Communion: ....Brian Campbell, John Hoover, Bill 

Hall, Derwin Jackson, Max Compton
Sermon: • Ephesians 3:13-21 ............................ Lester Bagley
Closing Prayer: ....................................................... Tom Haney

Count Contribution: Tom Haney & John Hoover

Sunday Evening January 13
Song Leader: ........................................................... Curt Odom
Prayer: .......................................................Charlie Stephenson
Sermon: • Parables of Jesus - 28 ....................... Lester Bagley
Serve Communion: .......................................................Bill Hall
Closing Prayer: .......................................................Gary Pierce

Wednesday Evening January 16
Song Leader: ........................................................Albert Bailey
Prayer: .....................................................................Jerry Odom
Devo: ....................................................................Lester Bagley
Closing Prayer: .................................................... John Hoover


